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endeavours will be exerted in employing every resource in our power for
the relief of all the other Presidencies, the burthen of which falls almost
entirely upon us, and that in the application of them we shall pay the
strictest attention to your orders and to the general interests of the
Company.
38- During the course of the last is months we have supplied the
several Presidencies by payments of their drafts and bills, specie and goods,
dispatched from hence, to the following amount:
To Fort St. George     ...             ...             ...     61,34,33* 12   3
Bombay                ...             ...             ...       8,15,040   7   3
Fort Marlborough ...             ...             ...       1,72,414   3   7
39.    These heavy and incessant drains on an exhausted treasury,
added to advances to the Board of Trade and to the expences of our
army and other establishments, have driven us to the necessity of a measure
it was our wish, as much as possible, to avoid, that of drawing upon you.
Our treasury which was opened on the soth of February closed, according
to our resolutions, on the 30th of April, and we were obliged to open it
again on the 7th of June and continue to let it remain so to the 3ist
of July.
40.   The amount received during those periods for bills, which are
to be granted in February next upon you, is current rupees 63,96457.
41.    The immense and valuable cargoes which were dispatched to
you in the course of the last season, and for which you must have an
extensive and favorable sale from the general establishment of peace in
Europe after so long a war, will we hope render your acceptance of these
bills easy, especially as they contain an optional clause for your postponing
payment for three years.   At all events we thought it more for your lasting
interest and the general good of your service to incur those drafts than by
a misplaced regard to the letter of your orders to permit the other Presi-
dencies to sink amidst their wants and distresses, which must have been
the consequence of our not keeping the treasury open, and had not this
money been received by us it would have been remitted to Europe through
foreign channels to the great prejudice of your sales*
42.   When the state of the country obliged us to lay the embargo on
the exportation of grain several merchants who had prepared .tonnage for
conveying large quantities of this article to Fort St. George represented
to us the loss they sustained, and appealed to our justice for relief.
*
43.    As public necessity alone was the cause of the prohibition it
became an important object of our attention to prevent individuals suffer-
ing more than a proportionable share of the general calamity.
44.   You have been already informed of the compensation we made